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Ahoy! USS Nicholas

battleship memortes
relived for weekend

By JOHN MAINES
Clarion-Ledger Staff Writer

When the USS Nicholas was launched in 1942, it was the first of the
Fletcher class destroyers, heavier and more powerful that its prede-
CessorTs.

The 376-foot ship lived up to its image of bigger brother, fighting
more World War II battles than any other ship in the U.S. Navy.

Having earned 16 battle stars during World War II, sinking several
Japanese ships and surviving four kamikazi suicide attacks, the Ni-
cholas was dubbed the “fightingest ship in the Navy” by Admiral Wil-
liam Halsey. He ordered that it be the first American ship to steam
into Tokyo harbor for surrender ceremonies with Japan in 1945.

Beginning today, some 125 former members of the crew of the Ni-
cholas — including Vietnam veterans — will hold a reunion through
the weekend at the Sun-N-Sand Motor Hotel to rekindle old friendships
and relive the memories.

“I talked 'em into coming to Mississippi,” said Jack Stuart of Mor-
ton, who said he is the only Mississippian known to have served on the
Nicholas.

The destroyer, which displaced 2,100 tons and carried a crew of 249,
earned 14 more battle stars during its commission — nine during the
Korean War and five more in Vietnam. A battle star is awarded to
ships engaged in specific battles; each battle could involve several
confrontations with the enemy, Stuart said.

Stuart was a “plank owner” of the Nicholas, meaning he was on
board when she was commissioned June 4, 1942. He served on the ship
16 months,

This weekend’s reunion is the ninth for the Nicholas crew, which
now meets every two years, Stuart said. “I've got people coming from
40 states,” from as far away as Washington and Maine, he said. Live
music and entertainment is in store for the group, which will be mak-
ing trips to the Vicksburg National Military Park and taking a river-
boat ride on the Mississippi, as well as touring Jackson.

The Nicholas, which was sold to Italy for scrap in 1973, was named
after Samuel Nicholas, who was commissioned a captain of the Ma-
rines by the Continental Congress. He commanded the nation’s first
Marine amphibious landing in 1776 by leading 300 marines in the cap-
ture of Fort Montague at New Providence in the Bahamas.

Stuart said Nicholas, the ship, was as notorious as Nicholas, the cap-
tain, for aggressiveness.

“We had a five-inch gun blow up,” he said. “Another ship had a new
gun, but they put the new gun on the Nicholas and sent the other ship
back to port. In a war you want the ship that's been in battle. You want "

‘t.;ee)?erie‘_rlce." g 7 | % 3 y o

i R S e o SR



. JLIIAS UT "UO S3AY 3§

*10SS900NS B 108 S,3YS,, 13)Jeul s,upip
1 pIes [[0.L1B)) J9qUUSU MO JAULIO

. SOpe[qlozed auwed

-9q se[oyoIN oy, ‘preddesoses ], pres

uewsayods AAeN e jou sJ1 Jng ‘uLy
onjdeiSoueado awios ayI| Spunos 1,

210 ‘puepiod

o "ouy uonelo[dxy [8pIZ 0) p[os pue

0461 Ul PBUOISSTUILLIOAP SEM }I ‘UOT)

-09§ 410981y s AABN a3 Jo Justu)leda(y
aY) Joj uewsayods e 0} Buipaoooe jng

‘S91e)S
pajup) ayj ur paddeias sem )1 pres

SI9Y)0 pue ‘AJe}[ ples siayjo uemIe],
0} p[OS Sem Y} pIES JuIog ‘Aepsaupepm
PI0} 2I9M SBIOYDIN BIS-T] JBM PLIOM
2} o d)e] ) JO SUOISIBA M3] VY
‘sape|q 10z
-BJ 10J 3[qe}INS jou sem jonpoad ayy pue
‘[09)s diys ayew o) pasn sem sonjrand
-t y)im [ejaur delds 19yjo pue safiqow
-0jne ‘pres ay ‘uedaq Jem oy} 1933V . "U0)
-sog ur sdrys om) £nq way) mes [ 'sope[q
J0ZE1 J10y 9))3[[1D,, ‘pleES BY , ‘ON],,
joseueder ay,

PACEEN

11 1em praop-aad jo apew sdiys jo 104nq 1598319 ay3
SEM OUA) :UOIISanb BIALI SIY} POYSE 19719SJJ00H

"Tep ureuaiA ay) Jurnp

SBIOYDIN puodas ay) jo ureyded sem 'S ‘uojsaliey)

JO qIngns B Ul SIAI] oYM ‘19))238]JOOH pies ay
..'paads [[nj 03 08 07 SINOY INOJ SN 3YE) 0} pasn i,

: ‘urelded diys Jawio]
© "I3}}31SJJOOH "g WeI[[IA Pres ‘uoying e jo ysnd ayy
1B Spu0das Og Ul Jomod [[ny yoeaa ued pue ssurdus 1ol
uim) Aq padamod st diys 9y, ‘$86T Ul PAUOISSILITLIOD
sem '9)edLiy a[ISSIW € ‘SEIOYIIN SS[1 PAIYY YL,

ED
‘pleqaeq ejues Jeau atoys uo dn pajid sdiys ay) pue
pafiej Jead [euonjediaeu 3 [ejuswIadxa usym
£261 ur sdiys Jayjo XIs y)im yues jnq [ Jep plIopm
Ul P9AJSS ‘13A013S3p B OS[E ‘SBIOYDIN SS 1SI1JaYL,
'$9210J [BARU S RILISWIY
JO ISpueUIWod ISIIJ Y} Se G2 .T url ssa1duo) [e)
-uauIuoy) Y} Aq pPAUOISSILIUIOD SEM OUM ‘SB[OYDIN
[oNUWIES J3}J& Pallieu Puodas 3} SEM SE[OYDIN Y],
OIIOB Yinog ayj ut
Jino) eqnyf ut af)eq e Surinp diys uopueqe o) padloj
219M OUM BUS[OH SS[) 24} JO SIdQUIDLL MAID 167 But
-NJsal 10§ UoYIe)IO [eruapisadd e papieme sem pue
s1em 931y} Jurinp sae)js a[)eq of poudea diys ay,
‘pres ay ‘1930 yoea
jo pnoad [[e sn ayew jey) SBUIY) aY) aIom asaYL,,
‘sdep ay) 14313 0) A)1[1qe aYy) sn aAeS pue
‘souIze3ew! ay) papeo| Aay) ‘se)joay) ay) Aq padels
A3y, “uns Buraq aJom A3 J1 295 0) dn 393 3, up[noa
oym Inq ‘squioq ay) Jo suoiso[dxa wioj way) punole
Buifloq JajeM 2} PIBIY OYM ‘MO UMOP UL 3IdM
aJay) Ing ‘uaddey uryyAiaaa Sureas dojuo sem 1,
'MAID BY) JO UOTIED
-Ipap ayj 0} ¥on| ay) Jo 10] B pA3IPAId aY .. 003 ‘Ayon]

S9[e} URd Ul

AVASIYNH.L M 9861 ‘C 1290100 *

OI}3J\-9)€

sem ays Ing,, ‘presay , ‘diys juaorjiudew e sem Jy,,
UotunAI 3Y) 18 132
-1j30 Funjuel-jsaygiy ay) st oy ‘AABN ) ul SIedd [§
UMM 193] PIE 3Y) JO JOPUBLUWIOD PUE [BITWIPE 3D1A
SE $961 Ul pod11ad 9 "Gp-g61 WOIf SEJOYIIN ay) JO
uteided ‘yyay] 'S LY Buipniout ‘AaeN ay) Ul pakels
awWog "Iem 3} Jajje suolssajold jo £)allea e pawins
-SE UOTUNA. 3y} SUIpua})e SEJOYDIN Y] Jo UL Y],
"pIes 3y ,,'IojuE) B 11y A[IB3U dA,, ‘9SI9AT
-[[nj & patapJo Apydniqe a3pLiq ayy woay [eudis ayy
pue ‘3w 1e diys ayj Jo Wwood IS[Ioq Iy} Ut Furyiom
SeM 9 USYM BWIeD ‘ples Y ‘JWIT) puodds ay],
. UI3Y) 39S J,Up[nod
NOA ‘uns ayj} jo yno noA je awod p,Lay) pue ‘ardoad
as1m aJom Aay ], ‘seuepd asaueder Aq payoeye Buraq
91oM M UBYM Sem 30U 'SOWl) OM) pateds AJeat
Sem [ Ing,, ‘pIesaly ,'sawr) Je paIeds sem | ‘yeax,,
"SOTUOLIDISD JApUI
-INS 10§ LINOSSIAl SS) 243 09 s[e1o1yjo asaueder A119)

IdquIdW
MIID SE[OYDIN] ISULIOJ
“Ysep ‘punoidsqieq
JO TIOLIRD) [SRYDIIAl —
,urenc) 3y 03 romod
Bunerauad ySnoua
pey 31 "AaeN ayj ur drys
3s9, unjy31j Ay} sem 3],

padray drys ay) uaym ‘6§61 'z "1deg uo paeoq uo sem
pue ‘I[ Jep PlIOM JO PUa 3Y) 0) £H6T Wol} SBIOYD
-IN 24} 07 paudisse sem YO0H "qaN ‘U[odul] Jo ¥ooH
UIMpH pIeS | ‘SE[OYDIN UOS JSa1j Awl paweu [,
‘puoq Sur)se| e patuLIo]
aewdiys e Buraq Jo A)edof 2y} ‘Auewr Joj ng
's[jays punod
-09 paatj Jey) sunsd I9jaWEIp YOUI-2Al] INOJ PUE SJOUY
Z'8¢ Jo peads winuwirxew e pey ‘sourdus Jamodasioy
-000°0¢ oM} Aq paasmod ‘diys 9y [, ‘Z61 Ut pauoIssIu
-UI0D SEM JIA0)SIP SSB[D JAYDID[] ‘U0-00T'Z UL
. urenx) 3| o) Jamod 3urjess
-uad y3noua pey I, '£9-9961 USdM)Aq SBIOYDIN A1)
U0 PaAJas oym “ysep ‘punoidarijeq jo [[olie)) [oryd
-T]Al pres ‘AaeN ay) ur diys jso unyaiy oy) sem i,
"JeM WIRUIDIA 3Y) BuLmp
urjuoJ, Jo Jins) ay) ur s13)dodi[ay anosal [anjal pue
‘S0C6T 9Y) Ul Allj AID[[I)IE IOYS-0)-BIS YJIM SIAT)
-0WI0D0] UBIOY ISBIq ‘SOF6T ay) ur uedep yyim ap
-jeq op 0} y3noua Juo] eotIawry paAlas Sutaey ‘diys
[e1oads e st se[oydIN ay) ‘way)y o], “Surkyaed pue Fur
-99s)ydis jo sAep 1noj Joj sayeys o wioay iddississiy
0} PI[RARI) 'SIAIM JIBY) Y)im Auetu ‘uaul g/ 9],
"SE[OYOIN] 31]) uo Jad1jJ0 [01JU0d
afeulep se sIeak ;] PaAlas OUMm JUBUIINSI| JoUI
-10j B°g/ ‘SMaY) e\ 143q0Y PIes ,"{on[ Jo o[ B JO [[3Y
e puy ‘Iamodaliy Jo 10[ B ‘MaID 2)el-)sil] B ‘sIedu
-13ua pood pey 31 'diys pood pauwep e Sem jJ,,
‘[9SS4 100J-94¢ 3} pieoqe juads
sAep alj) JO SUOIIDI[[0J] pUR SIII0)S Jem Uym ued
-3 SE[OUDIN SS[) 9Y} JO MaID 3} JO UOTUNAI YUTU 1)
*Aepsaupap, uQ ‘diysiem jsej Jng [[BUS € ‘129401)S9p
€ 10J SWIRUNOIU AABN] 2Y) , 'UBD Unj,, & Jey) aye|
‘UBd Ur) B 10J DAO[ [ENIN
Aq Jay1a807 Jydnolq a19M [2O]\ PUES-N-URNS S,LOS
-}oep je Aepsaupap paJa)sidad oym usul ¢ Y],
; I JJS, JaBpaT-uoLiel)
SHANIVIA NHOT Ad

, SOYStyad MIILI JIULIO

.

LOPIE-uouv P 34D

]

S




